Solvent farm
now up and
running
In the last issue of ITS News
we mentioned that we had
started to install a new solvent
storage tank farm at Itac.
The installation was recently
commissioned when Paul
Armitt took possession of the
new plant in a recent hand
over ceremony. The new
facility is now fully operational.

What’s in our
technical blog?
Find out what goes to create our
adhesives and coatings, follow
our new technical blog. Visit
www.itacadhesives.blogspot.
co.uk, where, each month,
Elizabeth Henderson, our
Product Development Manager
provides a more detailed
insight into the formulations
behind our products. Recent
articles have included facts and
information about how we use
carbon, silicone and aluminium
in our coatings.

Solar paint
could power
our homes
It’s a decade since Andrei Geim
and Kostya Novoselov, made
an amazing discovery. It was a
Friday afternoon, at Manchester
University, in a building less
than twenty minutes drive from
Itac’s factory. The two eminent
scientists – who in 2010 won the
Nobel Prize in Physics for their
work - realised that they could
form layers of an amazingly
strong material, just one molecule
thick, by simply peeling back
adhesive tape that they had
pressed into flakes of Graphite a material that forms part of many
Itac coatings.
They had discovered Graphene
- a two dimensional material
consisting of a single layer of
carbon atoms arranged in a
honeycomb structure. It is the
thinnest material known and also
one of the strongest. Graphene
is transparent and extremely
stretchable, what’s more it
conducts electricity with the same
efficiency as copper. It promises
to become the most significant
material of our age, with research
teams around the world busy
finding new ways it can be used to
exploit its vast potential.

In a new development Professor
Kostrya Novoselov, and colleagues
at the University of Singapore have
found that if they combine layers
of Graphene with other single
one atom thick layers of transition
metal dichalcogenides, which
react to light, they can generate
electricity. This innovative material
could help create a new generation
of mobile phones and other
devices, which will be powered by
the sun. The same team are now
developing paints using their new
material. It is anticipated that this
may eventually lead to houses
and other buildings being coated
on the exterior to generate the
power to operate lights and run
appliances inside the property.

Itac Statistical Process
Control System upgrade
For some time, many of our
customers have been enjoying
the benefits of our online
Statistical Process Control
System, which records and
reviews ‘critical to function’
production parameters. The
password-protected pages
provide them with a quick and
easy view of all aspects of each

production batch. We have
recently invested in upgrading
the popular service. As well as
visual improvements including,
clearer better graphs and charts,
customers can now choose
to view statistical information
incrementally, for any period
since they first registered for the
service.

